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Northwest Colorado Energy Steering Committee
October 14, 2010 Meeting Minutes
9:00 to 11:00pm Center of Craig building (601 Yampa) Craig
The mission of Northwest Colorado Energy Steering Committee (NCESC) is to educate, communicate and promote energy efficient practices that are sustainable so that our tri-county area will utilize our resources effectively and help our local economies.

The vision of the Northwest Colorado Energy Committee is to have a vibrant all-energy economy, educated public and energy efficient residential, commercial, industrial, and governmental business communities throughout the region.

Remembering our strategic issues of cost & financing, education, regulations and incentives communication and economic development, we may decide to take each of the 4 areas for goals and address the strategic issues underneath each goal.
We talked about doing a lot of research in Moffat and Rio Blanco counties as to their recycling program and current water conservation measures before the next meeting.

Waste Minimization, recycling and composting
Goal: We will minimize waste _% by reducing, reusing recycling and composting


1. Education



a. research in 3 county area BEST PRACTICES



b. Develop a media campaign. Shore lessons learned

2. Economic Development

3. Policy

Water
 Goal: Increase water conservation by 10% by 2015
1. Tiered rates for water

· Reduce water consumption in the summer months

· Provide incentives with inc. revenue

· Households – toilets and shower heads that use less water

2. Education

· Ag efficient pivots

· Xeriscape program at community college

· Pamphlet education for homeowners on xeriscape and watering grass.

3. Codes

· Building Standards for new subdivisions & commercial – have % of land in xeriscape

· Catchment water in new model subdivision

Building Energy Use

Goal: to reduce energy consumption per capita 

- Educate residential users and their children about behavioral changes and ways to save energy

       lighting: turn lights off when not using, use more efficient fixtures

       heating: use only when needed, use of thermostats, service equipment, insulated delivery systems

       insulation: seal the house, insulate ceilings, walls, windows

       sunlight & window usage: e.g. let sun in in winter, keep it out in the summer open windows during   day, close at night and vice versa

- Implement changes to residential building code enforcement for purpose of GHG emission reduction:

       require insulation inspections as part of the inspection program

       E-star requirements for new construction?

       use green building points system as part of permitting process (scrutinize design: daylighting, insulation, task lighting, equipment, etc.)

- Promote available funding options for energy efficiency projects in existing residences

       energy audit rebate

       grants for improvement projects: equipment renewal, insulation, house sealing, windows

       www.rechargecolorado.com
2.  Commercial building use

1. Help educate where energy use is consumed

a. Develop a base (baseline data)

b. Target tenants & Property owners

c. Review base usage every year or 2 years

2. Facilitate financial incentives to conserve energy use

a. Develop performance contractors & financial partners

b. Target tenants and property owners

3. Design a model t reflect sales vs energy use

a. Seek input from local colleges

Transportation

Goal: increase uses of multi-modal transportation systems and alternative fuels.

1. Develop plans to educate and promote uses of multi-modal opportunities and use of alternative fuels for transportation.

a. Examples of Multi-Modal Uses: mass-transit, car pooling and cycling for commuting to work.

b. Examples of alternative fuels: multi-agency compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling stations for fleet uses

c. Example of promotions: Market the Steamboat Springs Transit system and the Craig Bus route with a promotional weekend commute for shopping with a round trip bus ride from Steamboat Springs to Craig and Craig to Steamboat Springs for shopping opportunities in each City.

2. Identify opportunities to educate and promote car pooling or other mass-transit uses at places of employment or areas of high pedestrian traffic.

a. Example: identify large employers and educate employees at about opportunities and means to car pool and/or determine ridership for mass-transit trips to the Mine.

